Meter Reader Working Group

Directive to Improve the 90 Day Resettlement Process

MC Update - May 9, 2006

Since the February update to the MC, the working group has met four times.  The working group includes many of the MRWG members as well a number of Participants from the Supplier Sector.  In addition to the working group meetings, Sue Clary and Carmel Gondek met with members of ISO’s Settlement, Finance and Customer Service departments on April 21.  

The working group developed a number of potential options that may lead to improvements in the Resettlement Process.  In order to further develop the options, we realize that we will need to work closely with ISO to explore which of the options could be support by the ISO.  During our initial conference call with the ISO, Carmel and Sue explained the MC directive and briefly reviewed the various options that the working group had developed.

The working group realizes that in order to make the existing process more robust, time must be given to the Load Asset Owners so that they can review their hourly load values in advance of the actual financial settlement.  We have explored options that would result in an iterative process whereby Load Asset Owners would review their files and Meter Readers would have time to address any concerns that may arise as a result of the Owner’s review of the hourly data.  In order to facilitate the review, the working group is working with ISO’s IT department in order to develop a new MIS report that would be sent to the Load Asset Owners in advance of the financial settlement.  An optimal timeline that would be needed to facilitate a meaningful review has not yet been developed. 

When Carmel and Sue met with the ISO, the people that we met with expressed a strong preference for remaining within the existing time frame for issuing final settlement statements.  We discussed the possibility of modifying the existing deadlines to gain some days without expanding the process.  The ISO has committed to reviewing their requirements and will meet with the entire working group at our next meeting.  The Budget & Finance Committee is committed to reducing the settlement lag in order to reduce the overall financial assurance required by Participants.  Given their overall objective, the B&F would not likely support extending the existing timeline beyond the timeframe that we currently have.  

We have tentatively scheduled a meeting with the ISO on May 25.  Our objective will be to work out a timeline that can be supported by all parties and will accomplish the goal of improving the Resettlement Process.  

As we continue to work out the details to improve the resettlement process, we will also continue working on recommendations to deal with meter data problems that are not identified, or cannot be resolved within the resettlement timeframe. 

Our goal is to present recommendation(s) to the MC in either June or July.
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