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ISO New England Statement Regarding Power Outage

Holyoke, MA - August 14, 2003 – ISO New England Inc., the operator of the region’s bulk power system and wholesale power exchange, released the following statement regarding today’s power outage:
“At approximately 4:15 p.m. today, apparently multiple, major power lines went out of service along Lake Erie, which caused massive power outages in parts of New York, New Jersey, and the Midwest. Because our system in New England is closely connected to New York's, the power system in Southwest Connecticut failed. Areas of Southwest Connecticut lost power as a result,” said Stephen G. Whitley, Chief Operating Officer of ISO New England Inc.

“No other major portion of New England was affected,” Whitley continued. “There has been no physical damage to any part of New England's transmission system or any generators. Our system held up well. The part of our system that went down is the part of the system that is closest to New York and is the weakest part of our system.

“ISO New England is working with local utilities to restore power to Southwest Connecticut.

“We anticipate power to be restored within the next several hours.”

# # #

For more than five years, ISO New England Inc. has been the not-for-profit corporation responsible for the day-to-day reliable operation of New England’s bulk generation and transmission systems with an installed capacity of approximately 31,000 megawatts. In addition to operating the bulk power grid, ISO New England is the administrator of the region’s wholesale electricity marketplace and the Open Access Transmission Tariff on behalf of the New England Power Pool.
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