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M E M O R A N D U M 

TO: NEPOOL Markets Committee 

FROM: Samantha Regan and Paul Belval, NEPOOL Counsel 
   
DATE: July 2, 2024 

RE: NEPOOL Generation Information System Hourly Certificates Rule Changes 

 At its July 9-10 meeting, the NEPOOL Markets Committee (the “Markets Committee”) 
will be asked to take action on changes to the NEPOOL Generation Information System (“GIS”) 
and the GIS Operating Rules (the “Rules”) to accommodate the transfer of hourly certificates 
that was referred by the Markets Committee to the GIS Operating Rules Working Group (the 
“Working Group”).  The proposed changes to the Rules are included in Appendix A.   

 
The proposed modifications would involve changes to the GIS and the Rules requested 

by Constellation Energy Generation LLC (“Constellation”). The requested changes would 
accommodate the transfer of Certificates on an hourly basis through a separate register 
maintained by APX, Inc. the GIS Administrator (“APX”), and would permit GIS Account 
Holders to identify certain generators for which the generation data in the GIS would be denoted 
hourly in that register, on an opt-in basis (the “Hourly Tracking Change”). The Hourly Tracking 
Change was discussed at several Working Group meetings and then was brought before the 
Markets Committee at its May 8, 2024 meeting for a vote. The Markets Committee did not vote 
on the Hourly Tracking Change proposal and agreed to discuss open items further at a future 
meeting. The Markets Committee asked APX to determine whether the work to implement the 
Hourly Tracking Change could be staged such that it would straddle 2024 and 2025 APX 
development hours. The Markets Committee also asked Constellation to provide information on 
whether a similar change for hourly tracking in the PJM Generation Attribute Tracking System 
(“PJM GATS”) had any impact on renewable energy credit (“REC”) prices in that region. 
 

The Amended and Restated Generation Information System Agreement between 
NEPOOL and APX (the “GIS Agreement”) provides that APX will perform up to 500 hours of 
development work for enhancements to the GIS each year without additional cost to NEPOOL. 
Proposed GIS changes requiring more than 500 of the annual development hours included under 
the GIS Agreement would be charged to NEPOOL at the rate of $180/hour, as provided in 
Section 4.8 of the GIS Agreement.  APX has estimated that 1,245 hours would be required to 
implement the Hourly Tracking Change with the scope broken down below: 

 
Scope Breakdown Hours 
Hourly Clean Energy tracking for wholesale 
ISO-NE generators  

935 hours 

Hourly Clean Energy tracking for Import 
Projects  

310 hours 
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                                                                  Total 1,245 hours 
 

Currently, there are 328 annual development hours remaining for 2024.1  
 

At the May 8th meeting, Markets Committee members asked whether APX could stage 
the Hourly Tracking Change work over 2024 and 2025 so that NEPOOL could apply the 500 
development hours for 2025 to that work, thereby reducing the out-of-pocket costs to NEPOOL 
of that work.  APX has since responded that the work may be staged between 2024 and 2025.  If 
that were the case, NEPOOL would have to pay for 417 development hours (1,245 hours, minus 
the 328 remaining 2024 development hours and minus the 500 2025 development hours). The 
total cost to NEPOOL would be $75,060 (417 hours multiplied by $180/ hour).    
 

Also at the May 8th meeting, Markets Committee members expressed a concern that demand 
for Certificates that are registered in the hourly tracking register would decrease the total number 
of Certificates available for state clean energy law compliance, driving up the cost of those 
Certificates.  Constellation noted that PJM GATS has already implemented an hourly tracking 
approach and offered to look into whether there has been an increase in REC costs in that region 
as a result. Constellation determined that, while Renewable Energy Credits and Emissions Free 
Energy Credits – collectively Energy Attribute Certificate (“EAC”) -- prices have certainly 
increased in PJM in recent years, it is unlikely that the GATS March 2023 hourly retirement 
implementation had a material effect. Of the more than 320 million carbon-free MWh generated 
in PJM in 2023, only 35 million EACs were retired for voluntary purposes. Of those 35 million, 
Constellation estimates that a very small share – perhaps less than 1% - were used for voluntary 
hourly purposes. Constellation expects the number of users retiring hourly EACs in PJM to grow 
over time as generators, suppliers, and energy users continue to recognize the system-level 
benefits of hourly-matched carbon-free electricity. However, Constellation states that this won’t 
necessarily result in more EACs being retired for voluntary purposes in total, but rather a shift 
from monthly to hourly retirements within the existing and growing voluntary footprint as a 
whole.  

 
Under Rule 1.3 of the Rules, changes to the GIS that require 50 hours or more of labor or 

have an estimated cost to NEPOOL of more than $30,000 and that in either case are not required 
to address a change in law or a change in the ISO Tariff must be approved by the NEPOOL 
Participants Committee. In the past, the Markets Committee has provided a recommendation on 
Rule changes that require Participants Committee action. Based on Rule 1.3, if the Markets 
Committee votes to recommend the Hourly Tracking Change, the Hourly Tracking Change must 
then be approved by the NEPOOL Participants Committee. 
                                                 

1 At the May 8th meeting, the Markets Committee approved a change to the GIS related to 
the password reset reminder in the application program interface, which will require 10 
development hours to implement.  The Markets Committee also recommended that the 
Participants Committee approve a GIS change that would provide for the bulk upload of Clean 
Peak Resources data, which would require 424 development hours to implement, and that change 
was approved by the Participants Committee on June 25th. APX had agreed that NEPOOL could 
use the 262 development hours that were not used in 2023 for those changes, meaning only 172 
of the 500 development hours for 2024 are needed for those changes. 
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The following resolution may be used to recommend the Hourly Tracking Change: 
 

RESOLVED, that the Markets Committee recommends that the NEPOOL 
Participants Committee adopt the changes to the NEPOOL Generation 
Information System and the NEPOOL Generation Information System Operating 
Rules proposed and discussed at this meeting related to transferring Certificates 
on an hourly basis, with such non-material changes thereto as the Vice Chair of 
the Markets Committee may approve.  

 

cc:  NEPOOL GIS Operating Rules Working Group  
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APPENDIX A 

HOURLY TRACKING CHANGE RULE CHANGES 

[Attached] 
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