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Purpose

* Provide notice of the location of an “approved QTPS” listing
on the ISO-NE website

* Present a summary of updates to the Transmission Planning

Process Guide (the Guide) to address the:

— Selection of the Solutions process
— Solutions Study process changes
— New Competitive Solutions process
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LISTING OF APPROVED QTPSs




Listing of Approved QTPSs

* |n addition to any filed Appendix 3 to Attachment K, you can
now find a list of all approved QTPSs posted on the ISO
external web in the Qualified Transmission Project Sponsor
Application and Annual Certification page*

e See and click on the following highlighted text within that

pPage
— “Alist of QTPSs can be found in Appendix 3 to Attachment K of the

OATT and in the current inventory of QTPSs.”2

Ihttp://www.iso-ne.com/participate/applications-status-changes/qtps-application-annual-certification
Zhttp://www.iso-ne.com/static-assets/documents/2016/03/current gtps inventory.docx
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SELECTION OF THE SOLUTIONS PROCESS




Selection of the Solutions Process

e At the conclusion of a Needs Assessment, where needs have
been identified, a decision must be made with regard to
developing regulated transmission upgrades (solutions) to
resolve the needs

e The development of the solution(s) shall be accomplished by
either the Solutions Study process or the Competitive Solution
process

 The initial determining factor is based on the time sensitivity
of each need in the Needs Assessment
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Selection Process

: : -~ RTUMETU
Does N.A. recognize an RTU is / ; .
needed in > 3 years, or is the —> Two-Phase (;orrgcpeestlstlon Solution
olution to identified Need(s) likel \\\g 777777777 @3

a METU?
(a.1.)

|

Post on ISO website an explanation of the
reliability criteria violations and system
conditions that the region has a time-sensitive
need to solve within three years of the
completion of the relevant Needs Assessment
(4.1.).)

|

Provide to the PAC and post on the website a written
description explaining the decision to designate the PTO
as the entity responsible for construction and ownership
of the reliability project and provide a 30-day comment
period where comments may be sent to the ISO and
posted on the website(4.1.j.ii.a/b)

1SO will evaluate the adequacy of proposed
regulated solutions by performing Solution Studies
as described in Section 4.2 of Attachment K

4.1(i)
/ RTU/METU \\
( Single Phase Solution Process |
\ (4.2) /
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The Decision — Competitive Solutions Process

If a solution is required to solve a
need greater than three years from
the time the Needs Assessment is
completed, then the Competitive
Solution process is utilized to develop
and select the solution

If a Market Efficiency Transmission
Upgrade (METU) is likely to be the
solution for a need, then the
Competitive Solution process shall be
followed regardless of the year of
need
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The Decision — Solutions Study Process

Does N.A. recognize an RTU is
needed in > 3 years, or is the
olution to identified Need(s) likel
a METU?
(4.1.)

No; RTU is
needed in <=3 years !

Additional steps
shown on slide 8

v

1SO will evaluate the adequacy of proposed
regulated solutions by performing Solution Studies
as described in Section 4.2 of Attachment K
4.1(i)

If a solution is required to solve a need
in three years or less from the time the
Needs Assessment is completed , and
the solution is not likely to be a METU,
then the Solutions Study process is
utilized to develop and select the
solution
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The Decision — Solutions Study Process

e |SO will communicate the following to PAC:

| — an explanation of the reliability criteria violations
\

and system conditions that generated the needs,
Post on ISO website an explanation of the . age e
reliability criteria violations and system - t|me SenS|t|V|ty Of eaCh need,
conditions that the region has a time-sensitive . . .
n?etqtosfotlgewiltﬁmt?rﬁeydea;\sofme t — an explanation of other transmission or non-
completion 0 e relevan eeas Assessmen . . . .
(4.1 transmission options considered to address the

identified reliability needs, and
— the circumstances that generated the reliability
need, and an explanation of why the reliability

Provide to the PAC and post on the website a wien need was not identified earlier
description explaining the decision to designate the PTO
as the entity responsible for construction and ownership

rerss e s meoe s mernoms’ | * - The 150 shall present the material above at a
Posted on fhe websie(t-LInam) PAC meeting and will post the related

presentation to the ISO website

v  The stakeholders will be given thirty days to
submit comments on the posted material, and
all comments received will be posted to the ISO
website

ISO-NE PUBLIC
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SOLUTIONS STUDY PROCESS




Solutions Study Process

The ISO will lead the Solutions Study development process

The process for performing a Solutions Study includes:
— Provision of study scope information to PAC,
— Presentation of preliminary preferred solution to PAC,
— ldentification of final preferred solution to PAC, and
— Drafting of a Solutions Study report

During this process, the ISO may form ISO-led study groups to

conduct Solutions Studies
— The I1SO-led study group is responsible for conducting the solution
development and assessment
— The results of the ISO-led solutions development process will be
discussed with PAC and be reflected in the RSP and /or its Project List

ISO-NE PUBLIC
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Solutions Study Process

RTU/METU Single Phase
Solution Process (4.2)

IS0 provides scope information to PAC and, if
needed, pasts scope document for PAC review
{4.2.b)

v

Publish final Solutions Study

Report and responses to
comments received

Inform the appropriate TO in writing regarding
the identification of the preferred solution (4.2.d)

IS0 may form 1IS0-led targeted study
groups to conduct Solutions Studies
4.2a)

Perform Studies |------ >

Discussion with PAC for feedback on
solution alternatives and preliminary
preferred solution

Post the draft Solutions Study

Proponents of regulated transmission proposals in
response to Needs Assessments shall also identify any
LSP plans that require coordination with their regulated

transmission proposals addressing the PTF system needs.

(4.2.8)

Are there any needs
identified in the Needs
Assessment as greater than
three years left?

|

Incorporate into RSP
and/or its Project List
as Proposed and
detail any external
impacts (4.2.d)

Project receives
1.3.9 approval by
RC and ISO and

moves to Planned
Status

Remaining needs go
back to a Section 4.1

> and are part of a new
Needs Assesment

Yes

Report for a comment

ISO-NE PUBLIC
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Solutions Study Process

l

150 provides soope information to PAC and,
needed, posts scope document o PAC review

420)

l

150 may form I50-ed targsted study
groups {0 conduc! Solufions Studies
(42a)

Perform Studies

The ISO will provide notice of the
initiation of the Solutions Study to PAC in
the form of an e-mail notification or
presentation

A Solutions Study scope document will not
be provided to PAC in cases where the
scope is the same as the study conditions
and assumptions of the Needs
Assessment which has already been
vetted through the PAC process

The ISO may form ISO-led targeted study
groups to conduct Solutions Studies

The study group will perform studies to
develop regulated solution alternatives

IIIIIIIIIIII
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Solutions Study Process

Discussion with PAC for feedback on
solution alternatives and preliminary
preferred solution

As the Solutions Study progresses, transmission
alternatives will be discussed with PAC

PAC will have the opportunity to comment on
the alternatives

The ISO will determine the “preliminary
preferred solution”

PAC and other interested stakeholders are
given the opportunity to comment on the
preliminary preferred transmission solution

IIIIIIIIIIII
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Solutions Study Process

e Upon completion of the Solutions Study analysis,
the ISO will publish a draft study report which

Post the draft Solutions Study identifies the preferred SOIUtion

Report for a comment

e The Solutions Study report will be posted on the
l ISO website in the related Key Study Area sub-

section to the System Planning area of the ISO
" cammens receved website for a stakeholder comment period

— Comments must be submitted to PACmatters@iso-
ne.com

e The ISO will publish the final Solutions Study report
on its website

IIIIIIIIIIII

16


mailto:PACmatters@iso-ne.com
mailto:PACmatters@iso-ne.com

Solutions Study Process

e The ISO will inform the appropriate
Transmission Owner or Owners in writing

ih niiicaton of he pretened Soon (4.2.9 regarding the identification of the preferred
l solution
S S  The preferred solution will be reflected in the
and/or its Project List . . .
ot RSP and/or its RSP Project List
impacts (4.2.d)
l e The proponent of the preferred solution will
Pt e need to comply with the Proposed Plan
1.3.9 approval by
moves 0P Application process set out in Section 1.3.9 of

the I1SO Tariff to ensure that there is no material
adverse impact to the system as a result of the
transmission plan

ISO-NE PUBLIC
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Solutions Study Process

Are there any needs
identified in the Needs
Assessment as greater than
three years left?

Yes

Proceed with Project | <——

Remaining needs go

back to a Section 4.1

and are part of a new
Needs Assesment

If needs identified in the Needs
Assessment with a year of need greater
than three years from the completion of
the Needs Assessment are still unsolved,
then a new Needs Assessment will begin
to determine the expected year of need
for the remaining needs

ISO-NE PUBLIC
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Competitive Solutions Process

e Qualified Transmission Provider Sponsor(s) (QTPS) will be
allowed to submit proposals for projects to meet the needs
identified in the Needs Assessment in the required time frame

e The general steps for the Competitive Solution process shall
include:

ISO issuing a public notice Request For Proposal (RFP)

ISO review of all submitted Phase One Proposals and the Backstop
Transmission Solution

Advancement of Qualifying Phase One proposals as Phase Two Solutions
where more detailed information will be provided by the QTPS

ISO review of all submitted Phase Two Solutions and selection of a
preliminary Preferred Solution

Opportunity for PAC to comment on the preliminary Preferred Solution
ISO determination of the Preferred Solution and notification to the
respective QTPS that its project was selected for development and
notification for all other QTPS’s to stop work on their proposals

ISO-NE PUBLIC
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Competitive Solutions Process

Phase One Proposal

TS0 issues a Public Notice Request For

Proposals (RFP) (4.3.8) and establishes a
submital deadline (4.3.)

wa phase

!’ RTWWME
(e Solution Process -

“Backstop Transmission

QTPS Sponsored Project - QTPSs (PTOs
Solution” - PTO(s) shall

and nor-PTOs) may submit Phase One

submit Phase One Proposals (43.a) consisting of 4.3.c and 4.3.d

Proposals (4.3.3) consisting | |Projects that began as "Unsponsored” will
of 43.cand43.d procesd here if a sponsor was found

l—|_—ll

150 rejacts submittals.
that are insuficient or nat
‘adaquataly supporied
FEN

7 RTUMETU Single Stage \
Solution Process (+.2)

A

—

150 requesis
carfication from f¢—— (s the only Phase O
QTPS (4.31) Propasal Submitted the
Backsiop Transmission
l Soluton? (4.3.&)

QTPS providas
darification (4.3.1)
No

50 perform: a prelminary
feasibilty review of each Phase
One Proposal (4.3 ) and
qualifications of the Project Sponsor

specific to the proposal (48.2)

Ges clarification maodify Tre
project materially or create a
new project? (4.3.0)

For each Phase One Proposal, oid the
15O idanlify minor deficiencies or require
sdditionsl information related to the Phase
Ons Proposal? (4.3

A clarifications
acceptable?

Yes

t

18O provides to PAC and posts a
listing of qualifying Phase One

Proposals. (4.3.)

150 solicits PAC input at
meeting on the qualifying
Phase One Proposal
listing (4.3.9)

SO poSTS e PSS O
Proposallisting, in preparation for a
Phase Two Submittal, and
explanations of why any Phase
‘One Froposal was excluded

¥ 43.9)

the anly proposet

‘Phase Two i o Backston
Transmission Solution?
(410

~~ "RTUMETU Twostage

N ! Solution Pracess -

Phase Two Proposal Process |
(430

Fnace Two Solutjon Frocess (4.3.5)

CTES arm o provdce s liomsl
Indarmation in 12 amac for 2
Iitaaed Prhszes Toumn Sodutlion

T

&

150 mjiects submitias tna

o Doyl el chesarf b,

s e 2 material modfication or
mea Drnpsct from P hase One
aubmina, 4 31

« e msutoient or oot
adeguetely supported (43 h)

|

150 iderdilies jard devsops supporting
explanalory materials desorbing) the Fhase Twa
Sohton thal offers e besl mmbinglion of
el pertormance, oost, fulune Sysiem
wxpancksbilly and Pessibibly Yo el e nesd
tha raquicad tieetrama g iha prabminary
orefersd Frass Twe Solton i responss bo sach

HA (430

]

1501 reperts 1o 1he FAL and sests ngut on the
ceaciad pralminary pratemen Phass Two Solulon
4.3n)

|

PAC proadas commanis io S0

Phase Two Solution

120 identifies he profomed Frase Tao Soltion with an ceerdes of whiy
the eolulion is praferred snd respands to any PAC comeeis) by 8 posing L
200 (s weheie and noksses Bin as an
RSP andior ik Project List snd rotifes Fa QTPS of The Preass Teo
Sniution fnad s oomject has been

RTU ar METU, as anoropriate, n the;

seieried for development (4.3}
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& Projar] Lisl
and detal any
[ ——
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Competitive Solutions Process — Phase One Proposal

e The ISO will issue a public notice associated
with a Needs Assessment where a
competitive solution process will be utilized

e The public notice Request For Proposals will
be published to the ISO webpage under PAC
estabiishes a Submittal deadline (4 8. Materials and an email notification will be
sent to all members of the PAC and will
include a submittal deadline for all QTPS
Phase One Proposals

e A member of the PAC that is not a QTPS but
would like a project to be considered in a
competitive solution process must identify a
QTPS willing to submit a corresponding
Phase One Proposal and Phase Two Solution
before the submission deadline

ISO-NE PUBLIC



Competitive Solutions Process — Phase One Proposal

e A QTPS may submit a Phase One
Proposal in response to a public
notice RFP that will address the
identified needs

“Backstop Transmission QTPS Sponsored Project - QTPSs (PTOs
Solution” — PTO(s) shall and non-PTOs) may submit Phase One

submit Phase One Proposals (4.3.a) consisting of 4.3.cand 4.3.d. | @ 1 1 I 1 I
Proposals (4.3.a) consisting Projects that began as “Unsponsored” will A t ra n S m Iss I O n OW n e rl O r m u tl p e

R e transmission owners, shall submit a
Phase One Proposal as a Backstop
Transmission Solution for any need
l that would be solved by a project
located within or connecting to
its/their existing electrical system

and which there is obligation to
build

ISO-NE PUBLIC
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Competitive Solutions Process — Phase One Proposal

e With each proposal a QTPS, including the Backstop
Transmission Provider(s), must include a $100,000
study deposit payment per submitted proposal.

The deposit will be applied towards the costs

incurred by the ISO associated with the study of the
Phase One and/or Phase Two proposal

e A Phase One Proposal shall be submitted by the
deadline specified in the public notice RFP posting

e The ISO may reject the proposal for being
insufficient or not adequately supported

IIIIIIIIIIII
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Competitive Solutions Process — Phase One Proposal

RTU/METU Single Phase
Solution Process (4.2)

as the only Phase On
Proposal Submitted the
Backstop Transmission
Solution? (4.3.e)

ISO performs a preliminary
feasibility review of each Phase
One Proposal (4.3.e) and
qualifications of the Project Sponsor
specific to the proposal (4B.2)

e The ISO will perform preliminary
review on all submissions received to a

public notification RFP
— If the only submission received is that of
the Backstop Transmission Solution the
process will then proceed under the
Solutions Study
— Where there are multiple responses to the
public notice RFP, the ISO will perform a
preliminary feasibility review for each
proposal
— |If a proposal does not adequately meet
the required criteria it will be rejected

ISO-NE PUBLIC
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Competitive Solutions Process — Phase One Proposal

Yes

—

ISO requests
clarification from
QTPS (4.3.)

|

QTPS provides
clarification (4.3.f)

Poes clarification modify the
project materially or create a
new project? (4.3.f)

ISO Rejects Phase
One Proposal

[
For each Phase One Proposal, did the
1SO identify minor deficiencies or require
additional information related to the Phase
One Proposal? (4.3.f)
([

|

No

No
Are clarifications
> acceptable? ®

Yes J/

ISO provides to PAC and posts a
listing of qualifying Phase One
Proposals. (4.3.9)

1ISO will notify a QTPS if
deficiencies are identified in its
Phase One Proposal

ISO will reject a Phase One

Proposal if:

— Clarifications are not are not deemed
to be adequate or are not received in
the specified timeframe

— The proposal is materially changed or
is new

Phase One Proposals deemed to
be acceptable will be included in
the list of qualifying Phase One
Proposals

ISO-NE PUBLIC
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Competitive Solutions Process — Phase One Proposal
e The ISO will post to its website and provide to PAC a

ISO solicits PAC input at

meeting on he qualying listing of all Phase One Proposals that meet the
Yisting (4.3.9) criteria
e A PAC meeting will be held to solicit stakeholder input
on the listing and proposals
ISO posts final Phase One
Propsal g, o breparston®ra e The I1SO, with input from the PAC, may exclude
oy o s projects from the listing and from submitting a Phase
(43.9 Two Proposal based on a determination that a project
is not competitive with other projects that have been
submitted

e The ISO will create and post a final listing of Phase
One Proposals that can move to propose a Phase Two
Solution and will provide information on why it has
excluded a proposal from consideration in Phase Two

S the only proposed
olution selected to move to
Phase Two is the Backstop
Transmission Solution?

Yes

-

R b e . e |fthe only proposal on the final listing of qualified
Phase One Proposals is the Backstop Transmission
R 2N N Solution, the process will then proceed under the

RTU/METU Two-stage

Competition Solution Process - \\\ SOlUt'OnS StUdy process

. Phase Two Proposal Process /’
\

e The final listing will also include the submission
deadline for a Phase Two Solution

ISO-NE PUBLIC
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Competitive Solutions Process — Phase Two Solution

QTPS are to provide additional
information in 12 areas for a
listed Phase Two Solution
(4.3.h)

|

1SO rejects submittals that:

. Are a material modification or
new project from Phase One
submittal,(4.3.f)

. Are insufficient or not
adequately supported (4.3.h)

A QTPS that has a project listed on the final
listing of Phase One Proposals, is eligible to
submit a Phase Two Solution

A Phase Two Solution submittal will not be

accepted if
— It is submitted outside the submission deadline
as specified by the ISO in the final listing of Phase
One Proposals
— It is a material modification or new project from
a Phase One Proposal
— Itis insufficient and not adequately supported

ISO-NE PUBLIC
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Competitive Solutions Process — Phase Two Solution

ISO identifies (and develops supporting
explanatory materials describing) the Phase Two
Solution that offers the best combination of
electrical performance, cost, future system
expandability and feasibility to meet the need in
the required timeframe as the preliminary
preferred Phase Two Solution in response to each
N.A. (4.3.h)

ISO reports to the PAC and seeks input on the
selected preliminary preferred Phase Two Solution
(4.3.h)

|

PAC provides comments to ISO

e The ISO will review and study all of the
Phase Two Solutions that are received

e During this review the ISO will identify

the preliminary preferred Phase Two
Solution

e The ISO will document and post the

reasons why this Phase Two Solution
was chosen as the preliminary
preferred Phase Two Solution and will
seek PAC input during a comment
period on the selection

ISO-NE PUBLIC
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Competitive Solutions Process — Phase Two Solution

e |SO will:

ISO identifies the preferred Phase Two Solution (with an overview of why _ I d e ntlfy a n d pOSt to Its We bS Ite th e
the solution is preferred and responds to any PAC comments) by a posting .
on its website and includes it in as an RTU or METU, as appropriate, in the p rEfe rrEd P h ase TWO SO I ut|o n a n d a
RSP and/or its Project List and notifies the QTPS of the Phase Two
Solution that its project has been selected for development (4.3.j) d esc rl pt i on Of W hy it iS th e p refe rred

l l Phase Two Solution

Incorporate nfo RSP — Notify the QTPS of the selected Phase

_ISO nptifies any non-chosen pr‘oje_ct, and/or its Proiect Lis . . L. . .
e o o || - s seatany Two Solution in writing that its project
roiects external Im ac_sm
= e RSP 83) has been selected for development
| — Notify all non-selected QTPS’s in writing

e oy 1o to cease development of their solution
e including the Backstop Transmission
Solution
— Reflect the preferred Phase Two Solution
s 2 lanned n the in the RSP and /or its Project List
moves trough "7 7| st upiate

30



Competitive Solutions Process — Phase Two Solution

Monitor milestones

Once a QTPS has received notification that its project

was selected for development they shall:

— Submit to the ISO a schedule that indicates the dates by
which applications for siting and other approvals shall be
submitted

— Periodically update the schedule above and provided it to
the ISO

Once a QTPS has received all siting and other

approvals for its project they shall:

— Submit its acceptance of responsibility and provide the ISO
a schedule when typical project construction phase will be
complete

— Submit monthly updates on the project schedule until the
project is placed in service

Once the project is complete and in service, the ISO
will update the RSP and RSP Project List

If the non-PTO QTPS is failing or is unable to proceed
with the project the ISO shall request the applicable
PTO(s) implement the Backstop Transmission Solution

ISO-NE PUBLIC
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Next Steps

 Proposed revisions to the Guide were posted as part of the
PAC materials for this meeting

e Stakeholders must provide comments by April 15, 2016 to
PACMatters@iso-ne.com

e Comments will be responded to and a final update is targeted
for the end of April 2016

e Future updates will be made with respect to the development
of Public Policy Transmission Upgrades

IIIIIIIIIIII
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